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A^liort lesson in 
intellectual self-defense 


WHEN THEY 

SAY THIS "Get with the times. Skating's out." 


I think 

THIS 


"Out?! Out?! If you want to discuss 
what's "out," don't forget to mention 
how "out" of intelligence one would 
have to be to make such an asinine 
statement, flippant fadster. I will 
skate regardless of what trends prevail, 
without reference to the current 
fashion. How could skateboarding be the 
subtle form of individual expression it 
is and yet be subject to the ebb and 
flow of fleeting trendiness, tireless 
tide-watcher? Actually, I'm glad 
skating's "out," for now we know who the 
truly devoted are, don't we? And while 
we're on the subject of "out," 
uncharismatic chameleon, get out of my 
sight—you nauseate me." 


Welcome to the Friendly Letter, your monthly dose 
of skewed subcultural spewage, misguided 
creativity, and shameless pseudo-intellectualism. 
Our illustrious contributors include the colorful 
Boyde Wenger, who photographically demonstrates 
the stupidity of categorizing the skateboard as a 
toy in "This Is Not A Toy." You'll never say the 
word "play" again. The keen, mean love machine 
Andrew Kiraly gives new meaning to the phrase 
"skate safe" in "Put Up Yer Dukes," a thoughtful 
guide to self-defense for complete wimps like 
yourself. And finally, Andy Bullock offers some 
useful advice for all you alternative music lovers 
given to endless searching for all those obscure 
records. "Dick's Guide to New, Used, and Rare 
Records" will aid you in your hour of need. 


Art contributions are from Greg "Can I do 
something pornographic?" Higgins (in "Put Up Yer 
Dukes") and Danny "I don't care what you do with 
it" Breedan (for "Ghost Rider.","Toys", and 
incredible insert poster.) Read on. 
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PUT UPYER 



DUKES 


Yeah, 

I like skating 
fast. The wind in 
my hair, flannel 

shirt waving and 
whipping, fat lip 
flapping with a 
stretchy string of 
drool and blood,: 
rocks and broken 
bottles hurtling 

by_yeah, I like 

skating fast, but I 
really can’t enjoy 
it when I know my 

life de pends on it 

This may sound unduly pessimistic, but if you skate, expect 
fight or two sometime in your life; it's all part of the package 
that comes with being a skateboarder. Physical harassment is 
inevitable. But is skating (or running) away always the best 
solution? It may be your first impulse (as is often mine), but 
you can't always run; constant fleeing breeds cowardice, and 
besides, sooner or later you'll encounter a bully who can outrun 
you. Some may balk at the following tips. "Fight like a man," 
some may chime. But considering that it's your physical 
well-being at stake, you'll want to defend yourself in the most 
Ipractical, effective way possible, shrugging off these absurd 
implicit "rules" of fighting that people often indirectly 
jmention. I'm not advocating violence; if you ran talk: your way 
of a po s s ib le scuffle/ go for it. Fighting should be a last 
But in those situations where physical confrontation is 
lavoidable, at least with these tips you'll know you have some 
options. 











It's simply too much trouble to carry some sort of weapon 
while skating, not to mention, the danger to yourself 
involved—a knife in your hip pocket isn't very healthy for 
your testicles. But using a little ingenuity, everyday items 
become formidable weapons t o insure. ^ l ea^^sO | ing pr o tectio n . 

Yeah, they open doors, but they 
also have nasty poking potential 
when inserted between your fingers1 
with the pointy end facing out. ' 
Maybe you've seen this in the rape 
prevention literature; it's an old 
idea only because it's effective. A 
key sticking out from your fist 
just looks scary as it is. 


Got your tools out? They don't just 
fix skateboards; they might adjust 
a few attitudes. A good wrench'll 
tighten up any burly beefcakes 
picking a fight. And screwdrivers., 
ouch...a possible lifesaver. A 
hammer just might convince a 
stubborn harasser to try his act 
elsewhere. 


tools 


— 


An avid Gatorade-gulper, are you? 
Grab that bottle, it might save you 
some serious flogging. Use it as a 
club, or, for those with better aim, 
pick a target, aim and fire. Lucky 
for us they don' t make Gatorade^in 
cartons. 


You usQit for self-expression, but how about 
self-protection? Your skateboard is a 
four-wheeled switchblade, a multifunctional 
tank with a grip tape shell. Your skateboard 
contains a potential arsenal. Look at the 
tail. All those ollies you've cracked have 
sharpened it quite nicely, eh? Consider the 
trucks. Effective clubbing devices. Ever done 
a flesh grind? Hold both trucks in either 
hand. A shield worthy of a knight. I've heard 
stories of board-brandishing that make Bruce 
Lee look like a hyperactive choir boy. Think 
of your skateboard as a pocketknife. 












Feeling pretty confident now, eh, now that you've discovered 
all those potential pummeling devices lying around? Ready to 
take on an army of Crips, I bet? But please * for your own 
safety, don't get too inspired, fearless He-man; you won't 
always have that would-be weaponry readily on hand in those 
tense situations. Without it you're very probably a complete 
wimp. Unhappily enough, though, sometimes, you will be 
forced by circumstance to rely on your fists. However, blind 
punching power alone won't get you very far. But, coupled 
with my guiding wisdom, you may live to skate another day. 


The trick to self-defense lies not only in optimizing your ^ 
strength^ but also in exploiting your opponent's weaknesses.^ 
A thorough knowledge of those common vulnerable body areas 
will give your flailing fists and feet a destination. 





Painful and disorienting for him, 
entertaining (seeing someone go cro 
eyed is funny to me) for you. Puts 
violence in a wonderful perspective 
humorous perspective. 


Make 'em wheeze. A strike to the 
throat does magic for those grunty 
types. They'll never have to "ahem" 
again. Watch out for phlegm spewage. 


Also referred to as the crotch, 
testes, testicles, scrotum, genitalia 
and balls, stomping and kicking this 
sensitive area will not only guarante 
the temporary incapacitation of your 
opponent, but, kick hard enough, and 
you insure against him having any 
aggressive future offspring as well. 


Sight is a prerequisite for fighting. 
Take it away, and you've just reduced 
that gargantuan grouch to a blind 
gargantuan grouch. Just stay quiet and 
hope he doesn't have sonar capability. 





I said earlier that if 
possible fight, do so, 
fight-pickers harass wi 
are often ineffective, 
perhaps there may be si 
effective than fist-mak 



you could talk your way out of a 
but not by all means. Most of these 
th fighting as their goal, and words 
if they are understood at all. But 
tuation where tongue-waving is more, 
But whatever you do, DOKPT. 

\V 


. .try to be funny. Humor can'^be 
appreciated by those hostile^ HH 
types—it's only interpreted as an 
attempt to be smart alecky. You might 
'even insult him; he might think "Hey, 
this wimp's not takin' me^ seriously. 
Maybe he'll take this ® 

seriously. . .POW!!" 




_try to get pity. You|re only 

revealing your fear. This will only 
dispel any reservations they have 
about beating you up anyway. Besides, 
they have no pity t o o ffery what were 
you thinking? 






...offer them money. Just like trying 
to win their sympathy, this only 
uncovers your fear, and besides, 
you'll still get beat up, even if they 
do take your money, and I'd rather be 
beat up and still have money than be 
beat up and poor 



...try to intellectualize. Anyone wit. 
half an intellect wouldn't be/ 
harassing you in the first place. 
Again, you'll appear smart-alecky.-^ 
When the intelligent meet the /"I 
unintelligent, the unintelligent get 
hostile. It's a law of nature. \ 


I X 








How to have a Crippin’ crazy 


i 



Admit it; even a much-anticipated yearly holiday like 
Christmas can get boring. Following all those glorified 
routines (often called "traditions") year after year can get 
annoying and tedious. So here are a few ways to liven up an 
otherwise predictable holiday. 

Give the gift of psychological turmoil. 

Have your whple-=faS^^BsB^^sl?te3r r presents 


in the n 

Go Chri. 
using 
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Think back. Think back to those idyllic days of carefree 
youth, a youth that expressed itself in those mischievous 
rituals the joys of which only a child could know. The 
cautious excitement of climbing a tree. The silent thrill of 
spying on your neighbor. And the wild carelessness of 
ghost-riding your bike. Remember? You would ride and then 
jump off, giving the bike a little farewell fling, letting 
the "ghost" take over, whose unpredictable route would 
always draw an anticipating glance or two. Questions would 
flit through watchers' minds. How far will it get? What will 
it crash into? Is there really a ghost? Is it Santa Claus 
1 spirit? Anyway, this new page is devoted to the childhood 
institution of ghost-riding and keeping the spirit and 
attitude alive. This page will feature maneuvers, stunts, 

3 and other curiosities all involving ghost-riding. 

Skateboarding's definitely entertaining, but ghost-riding 
preserves that element of unpredictability. Let it go once 
in a while; it's a refresher. 

The Fakie Phantom Tail Crunch 

The leg lets* go and the ghost takes over—obviously a 
self-destructive poltergeist, judging from this fakie to 
1 tail-crunch. Use this maneuver for those weathered decks 
j that have succumbed to the wear and tear of daily abuse, 
j Your deck may have lost its crack-snappiness, but the ghosts 
I don't care. Take it for a few phantom runs before it retires 
j to that dark corner of the garage, only to serve as a 
| dusty shelter for vagrant silverfish. 















































cooperation. 

cooperation? 


Conments from a fascinated passerby: "My what 
control he has." "It looks so effortless, so easy 
"Seems like you're not even trying." ..... 


Well, pedestrians don't know the 
half of it. Skateboards aren't the 
passive yet responsive toys they 
seem to be. One might better 
describe them as often 
, unpredictable, impulsive, 
disobedient, and unruly creatures. 
Creatures that at odd times 
express what's on their seven-ply 
minds, whether it be sluggish 
reluctance or outright rebellion. 
You've had those proverbial "bad 
1 days," those days when your deck 
just isn't cooperating. Maybe 
• there are no clumsy skateboarders, 
just unruly skateboards. 
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[Sometimes their rebellior^ake^a 
subtle form. Maybe the thing keeps . 
stubbornly veering to the right, or 
insists on achieving only a 
sluggish roll as its top speed. Or 
it emits one of those annoying 
rattles that seem to have no 
source. Other times, however, 
boards are more blatant about their 
discontent. They might decide to 
slide while you want to carve, or 
stay behind while you jump the 
trash can. Put the tools away; it 
doesn't need a tune-up. Buy a leash- 
and collar instead. Heck, buy some 
spurs too. -- 
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Guide to used, 
new and rare 
record stores 
for the 
unexperienced 
shopper. 


This article is dedicated to the 
reader who hasn't been totally 
infected with the virus of the CD. 
Although it has superior sound 
quality it does have a noticeably 
steeper price tag to produce. 

Thus discouraging many fledgling 
bands from making them. Because of 
this you can't find small time 
bands putting out CD's. As the guy 
at 2nd Ave. records in Portland Or. 
said to me,"The CD will never 
replace the 7" single or EP. While 
it costs under $1000 dollars to do 
1000 copies of a 7", it may cost 
more than that to pay for just the 
studio time to make a CD. Most 
small bands don't have that kind of 
cash." Even if bands did do CD 
singles why buy them they are 
such a waste of money. 


Records can be an investment and a joy to listen to. Knowing 
where to get them these days is getting more difficult as 
most stores faze them out. The majority of the "record" 
stores in Las Vegas don't even carry vinyl anymore. Kind 
of a contradiction of terms that Tower Records doesn't 
even carry vinyl Lp's anymore. Your only source for new 
records in LV is the Underground. They also have a large 
selection of used records,your best buy for your hard-earned 
buck. There are other used record stores here like Record 
city and Record Surplus. There are numerous more, let your 
fingers do the walking and your mouth do the squaking. 
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One must also realize that LV is a small part of this g 

big spit ball we live on, and that there is loads o' 

goodies out there ready to be had in other parts of the 
land. So first we venture to sunny California. 

In the L.A. area 

Aaron's- muy bueno. just moved, don't really know where 
Bleaker Bob's- on Melrose. Very complete,every kind of 
music. Rather expensive. 

Vinyl Fetish- Small yet has some good buys. 

In Long Beach, 

Zed's- God like. Frank is big and scary but he is one 

of the nicest guys on earth. He also knows his shit 

and doesn't barter. 

Pomona 

Toxic Shock- great place to spend $2,000 dollars at and 
not even get everything that you want. 

Orange County 

Top Ten- Great punk vinyl selection. 

Top Cash- in Costa Mesa on Harbor. Cool used and great 
new stuff, some how related to Aaron's.... 

Peer Records- 3 stores, one in irvine,one at the Newport 
beach pier, and one somewhere else. 

Dr. Dream Records- Also a recording label. Located on the 

Orange circle in beautiful Orange. 

I Know that this is out in the middle of nowhere but 2nd 
Ave. records in Portland Oregon is one of the best. Best 
oT all jheydo mail order! you can call them at (503) 
222-3783 . 
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"Estimated Monkaa Tima* 33 RPM 


1. Daemon ’84 

2. Knifa in my Back 
Wasta Product 

. Somaonas Waiting 
5. Blackout ( / 

8. No Stona Unturnad 

7. Coffaa Achiavars 

8. fed Asa Monkaa Jam 


1. Anothar 

2. Morbid Curiosity 
a You'ra Tha Hata 

4. Sidawalk Bombs 

5. Constant Changa 
6 Bury My PrMa 

7. DrJakyll 
& Shadow of Doubt 
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find the Friendly Letter at these fine stores: 
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258-0119 

1750 S. Rainbow 


Surf-n-Streetwear 
Skateboards 
Snowboards 

456-6390 
4534 E. Troplcana 



Barry & Nancy Leydecker ( 702 ) 258-3635 
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840 North Lorenzi Blvd. .Afe . 

ta%Vega"s r Nevada 89107 
; : Rainbow/Expressway * 


Skateboards Sales & Service • Snowboards Sales & 
Rentals • Rollerskates • Active Wear • Shoes 


Bicyloes • Skateboards • Sales • Parts • Service 
Wearing Apparel • Snowboards & Rentals 
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(702) 453-2824 
560 N. Nellis, E-8 
Las Vegas, NV 89110 
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Mace? Flow postage to 4141 E. Boston Aveme, 
las Vegas, NV 89104 for next issue. Fhoto 
acntriruticns, canrmts, critician, and sexual 
advice also vell-takei. 















































